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Chapter 21 Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

Chapter 21 

Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

Figure 21.1: Location of Strategic Viewpoint 18 and landscape 

character context 
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Chapter 21 Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

Figure 21.2: Detailed map of the location of Strategic Viewpoint 18 
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Chapter 21 Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

Viewpoint Information 

Grid reference: ST 72218 71155 

View location: Adjacent to the linear earthwork on Freezing Hill, Wick. 

View direction: South, east and south-west across LCA 3: Ashwicke Ridges. 

Relationship with Visually Important Hillside (VIH): The viewpoint is located 

on the edges of the Cotswold Scarp VIH and the Ashwicke Ridges VIH. 

Experienced by: Recreational users of public footpath LCA/22/10. 
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Chapter 21 Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

Characteristics 

Popularity, access and facilities 

◼ Freezing Hill is a notable location for its distinctive line of mature beech trees. 

These are marked on Google Maps as 'Hamswell Trees' and likely to attract 

visitors as a result. 

◼ The viewpoint is accessible via public footpath LCA/22/10. 

Relationship with the Cotswolds National 

Landscape (CNL) 

◼ The viewpoint is located within the CNL and affords panoramic views across the 

designated landscape. 

◼ Views from the Cotswold Scarp are considered to be a special quality of the 

designated landscape, as set out in the CNL Management Plan. 

Quality, value and features of the view 

◼ An elevated viewpoint located on the edge of the Cotswold Scarp VIH and the 

Ashwicke Ridges VIH, providing panoramic (180°) rural views to the south, east 

and south-west across the steeply undulating landscape of the Ashwicke Ridges 

and the Lower Hamswell valley (characterised by irregular shaped pastoral 

fields, blocks of woodland on the slopes such as Beech Wood and a sparse 

settlement pattern of occasional farmsteads). 

◼ In the view to the south-west, the wooded slopes of Hanging Hill form a notable 

feature. Keynsham and the urban edge of Bristol can be seen beyond the lower 

slopes of the hill against the prominent backdrop of Dundry Hill, providing a 

strong visual contrast with the sparsely populated landscape in the foreground. 

The profile of the Mendip Hills National Landscape (AONB) can also be seen on 

the distant horizon. 
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Chapter 21 Strategic Viewpoint 18: Freezing Hill 

◼ Westerly views are obscured by the intervening row of beech trees, which are a 

distinctive landmark feature in views towards Freezing Hill from the surrounding 

landscape. 

◼ A telecommunication mast on Hanging Hill slightly detracts from the overall 

composition of the view. 

Summary 

The Freezing Hill viewpoint is categorised as a SVP as it meets most of the 

criteria to some extent. It is a well-known viewpoint and likely to attract many 

visitors as a result of its distinctive row of mature beech trees; it is located on a 

public footpath; it allows appreciation of the Cotswold National Landscape and 

provides a notable view across the designated landscape; it provides a panoramic 

view that takes in notable landscape features of the Ashwicke Ridges (including 

Hanging Hill), the Lower Hamswell valley, Dundry Hill and the Mendip Hills 

National Landscape (AONB). 
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